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 "A circular economy is restorative and regenerative by design, and aims to 
keep products, components, and materials at their highest utility and value 
at all times. The concept distinguishes between technical and biological 
cycles". 
This definition by the Ellen McArthur Foundation is widely considered to be the 
official definition for this economy. 
If on the one hand, circular economy can be considered as a system in which 
each process is organized in order to entirelly recycle the resulting waste/product 
 (whatever they could be), which means that everyone's waste is a resourse for 
someone else.   
On the other, current linear model (take,make,dispose) envisages that once the 
consumption is termined the entire process stops at the disposal stage. And this, 
force our economy to restart this scheme (extraction, production, consumption, 
and disposal), producing waste and negative externalities as a "natural" 
consequence.  
In brief, moving away from a linear model, circular economy would close the loop 
providing with low-carbon impact, no waste, resource and energy eficiency and 
new business design.
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Principles
Using one more time Ellen McArthur Foundation's defination we report three main principles that move this

innovative system.

Principle 1: Preserve and enhance natural capital by controlling finite 
stocks and balancing renewable resource flows.

Principle 2: Optimise resource yields by circulating products, components, 
and materials at the highest utility at all times in both technical and 
biological cycles. 

Principle 3: Foster system effectiveness by revealing and designing out 
negative externalities.



Circular Economy and the 
European Union

Through the Cohesion Fund EU Commission directly support the transition to 
a greener and smarter economy by financing those projects and systems, 

which corresponds with European 2020 policies.  
"Circular economy  contributes to meeting the EU’s environmental 

and climate objectives. It is also a stimulus 
to local and regional development."

EU cohesion policy is key to making the circular economy a reality. In the new 
investment framework for 2014-2020, there is significant funding for waste 
management. There is also support for the circular economy in innovation, SME 
competitiveness, resource efficiency and low-carbon investments. For these, we have 
resources totalling €150 billion. They leverage additional private funding and are 
complemented by other EU funding sources, such as Horizon 2020, LIFE and 
COSME. (Eu cohesion fund and circular economy manifeso)

Recently, The European Commision has 
elaborated a Circular Economy Package 

in order to support business to make a 
transition to a circular economy.  
This proposal is going to cover all 

production and consumption stages.

This transition will be supported financially by the European 
Structural & Investment Funds (ESIF), which include €5.5 

billion (!!!) for waste management. In addition, support will be 
provided by €650 million under Horizon 2020
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 "Circular" Stories

RUCONBAR (Croatia) is highly absorbing environmentally 
friendly concrete noise barrier. Its absorbing layer is 
produced out of recycled waste tyres along with concrete. 
RUCONBAR concept represents an economical, simple to 
implement, ecologically sound solution for noise protection
The concept provides 
benefits in two directions 
which are: 
-noise protection of urban 
areas by utilisation of 
recycled materials 
-environmental protection 
by preventing disposal of 
recyclable materials on 
landfills and reducing 
CO2 emissions. 

Budget: EUR 1 102 809 (EU 
contribution: 50%)

Eco-Innovation initiative and Executive Agency for Competitiveness and 
Innovation Framework Programme (CIP).

By considering a circular 
economy approach 
throughout the building 
value chain – from end-of- 
life buildings to new 
buildings – the Horizon 
2020 project HISER aims to 
develop and demonstrate 
innovative, cost-effective 
solutions for recovering raw 
materials from construction 
and demolition waste

The Horizon 2020 project CloseWEEE 
is working on an improved and 
resource-efficient method for recycling 
polymer materials and critical raw 
materials contained in electrical and 
electronic equipment.

Berlin duo launch a supermarket with no
packaging - The Guardian

Shrink-wrapped shallots and polystyrene-packed peppers 
are a thing of the past at Original Unverpackt, a German 

concept store selling groceries without the packaging



Report EU green week Brussels June 
2017  

Green Jobs Summit
During the Eu green week in Brussels, the "Green Jobs Summit", which took place 
at the Crown Plaza the May 31st, resulted as one of the most attended due to its 
notable guest speakers.  
It has been considered as the main important due to its focus on Circular 
econonomy and its successful stories reported on the stage. 
 The EU Green Jobs Summit has been widely recognized as the most important 
forum to be introduced to and discuss the opportunities of a greening economy. 

"Ladies and gentlemen, 
Like the digital transformation, the greening of our economy significantly affects 
employment and skills requirements across Europe. 
New 'green' jobs will certainly emerge. 
Indeed, jobs data shows that over the last 15 years employment in the green 
economy across Europe grew by 49% compared to a growth of 6% in the economy 
overall. 
That's almost 1.4 million new green jobs. 
We've seen strong growth in particular in renewables such as wind and solar power, 
and the production of equipment and installations for heat and energy saving.[...] 
We set out actions to maximise job opportunities in the green economy. [...]" 

Marianne Thyssen -European Commissioner for Employment, Social Affairs, Skills and Labour Mobility

Among the great number of events that took place during the second day, a 
significant relevance had the second session called "Investment as a driver of Green 
Jobs", where the following speakers Jonas Byström (Urban Development 
Division), Agnès Guth, (Coordinator of the VALORG project), Andreas Uihlein, (Joint 
Research Centre, European Commission - NER300 programme), Vincenzo Maria 
Emma (Puglia Active Network), reported greening data and successful circular 
stories and explained how the whole society is positively affected on all counts by 
this innovative system. It has been reported that this economy would provide EU with 
1.2 to 3 milion jobs by 2030. This would be an excellent solution to the growing 
population and all the issues related to it, such as need of resource efficency, lack of 
jobs, environmental pollution etc.

During the Plenary Session "Green jobs for the future" it has been discussed the 
complexity of carrer path in fast-changing job market. Experts in business, recruitment 
and higher education made their predictions for future trends. In particular, Valérie 
Borrell Estupina presented an innovative Master's Degree in Water Sciences at the 
University of Montpellier. The growing importance of the EURES platform has been 
stressed by Antoine Mallia (DG for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion): "these 
kind of platforms are providing green sector with top-skilled employees". Brenda King 
(President of the Sustainable Development Observatory), during her remarked that 
"Transformation to a sustainable economy and finally to a greening society, can be 
implemented only considering the (local) authority support. Transition does not come 
automatically, we need a policy input."

Karmenu Vella  European 
Commissioner for the 
Environment mad a speech 
regarding to the necessity of 
 circular-economy oriented 
policy during the closing 
sesson. 
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